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Comings and Goings 

We would like to extend a warm Powell River welcome 
to the following eight new International students who 
will be studying in our community. We would also like 
to thank our homestay families who will be hosting 
these world travellers! 

 Anna ASHIDA, (Japan) Grade 10 Brooks-  
 Shubo GUO, (China) Grade 4 Henderson 
 Heemin HAN, (Korea) Grade 6 Henderson 
 Soohyun HAN, (Korea) Grade 9 Brooks 
 Gowoon JEONG, (Korea) Grade 9 Brooks 
 Yuhan KIM, (Korea) Grade 9 Brooks 
 Kiho MATSUMOTO (Japan) Grade 11 Brooks 
 Kimi TSUCHIWATA (Japan) Grade 10 Brooks 

 
Diego De la Torre (Mexico) and Richard Huang (China) 
will be leaving us at the end of the first semester. We 
wish them well in their future studies and hope they 
return to Powell River for a visit someday. 

It is important to remember that students are probably 
feeling a little anxious being thousands of miles away 
from home. The culture and expectations are totally 
different, as is the language, food, the people and the 
school system. Expect that your student will to be tired 
for the first while, as this is a huge change for them in 
so many ways. 

For those receiving students this term it may take a 
while for them to feel that they are part of your family. 
Once they are settled, don’t be afraid to ask them to do 
little things. Get them involved as it will be good for 
them to have a small role in the home. 

Please remember that it is ok to say, “in our home” or 
“in Canada” we do it this way; whether you are talking 
about the length of showers, or mealtime etiquette. 
The challenge of being in a new country is best handled 
by establishing predictable routines and structure in 
their new home. It is important to set clear 
expectations right from the start and then review these 
regularly in family meetings. Expectations that might be 
addressed could include things like internet usage, 
curfews, laundry, etc. Remember that your student 
may have difficulty understanding English. It may be 
important to demonstrate through actions and pictures 
what your expectations are. 

Student Profile  
Ruihui (Jo Jo) Sun –Chengdo, China 

International students with 

difficult first names to 

pronounce in English, often 

take Canadian names when 

they are studying in this 

country. Ruihui chose the name 

Jo Jo, after watching a 

Japanese animation character 

with that name on the internet. 

Two years ago, Jo Jo was faced with the difficult 

decision between studying in Australia or Canada. He 

chose Canada after reading a fictional novel about a 

Chinese character who went to Vancouver and had a 

successful life. He wanted to be like the character in 

the novel so he chose Canada! 

When he first arrived in Vancouver he felt quite at 

home because of all the Chinese signs he saw at the 

airport. At first Jo Jo was quite nervous about 

attending Brooks Secondary School, because of his 

limited English skills. However, he credits his ESL 

teacher with making him feel comfortable right away, 

and his English skills quickly improved. He likes 

Powell River’s ocean setting and the fact that the town 

is surrounded by nature. 

When asked about differences between going to school 

in China and Canada, Jo Jo responds that in China he 

doesn’t get to choose his classes like he does at 

Brooks. “At Brooks, I like only having four classes a 

day, as I had at least eight classes in China.” He also 

claims that Canadian teachers are friendlier and have 

a better sense of humour than his teachers in China. 

His Chinese teachers also give more homework.  

After graduating from Brooks in June 2017, Jo Jo 

plans to attend a Canadian university to study 

business. Once he has his business degree he would 

like to get some experience working in Canada, then 

return to China to form his own company.  

When not studying, Jo Jo likes playing computer 

games, poker, guitar, and hanging out with friends. 

Like the fictitious Chinese novel he read before 

deciding to come to Canada, Jo Jo is well on his way 

to a successful life in this country. 

 

Important Dates 
 Monday, February 8 – BC Family Day 

 Wednesday, February 17 – Term # 2 report cards distributed at 3:15pm 
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Gerry Brach 
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